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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 
THE  UNITED  3TATES  OF  AMERICA,  et  al 


-  V  3  - 

ARAKI,  Sadao,  et  al 

S’  .'CRN  DEPOSITION 

Deponent:  IV/AKURC,  Hideo 

Having  first  dull  sworn  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and  in 
accordance  with  the  procedure  follov.ed  in  my  country,  I  hereby 
depose  as  follov.s; 

1.  I,  IY/AKURO,  Hideo,  live  at  No.  789,  2-Chome,  DENENCIiOFU , 
OTA-WARD,  Tokyo  Metropolis,  and  am  aged  50. 

Ny'  Career:  I  was  appointed  an  infantry  sub-lieutenant  in  Deoember 

of  the  "/tli  year  of  TAISHO  (1918);  was  appointed  a  staff  officer 
of  the  Kwantung  Army  in  July  of  the  7th  year  of  SHOV/A  (1932)  ; 
served  at  the  Army  General  Staff  Office  from  August  of  the  11th  year 
of  SHOV/A  (1936);  was  appointed  the  Chief  of  the  Military  Administra** 
tion  Section  of  the  V/ar  Ministry  in  February  of  the  14th  year  of 
SKC’./A  (1939);  end  went  over  to  America  as  the  officer  attached  to 
the  Military  affairs  Bureau  to  assist  Ambassador  NOMURA.  After 
returning  to  Japan  in  August  of  the  same  year,  Z  served  as  the 
Commander  of  an  infantry  regiment  and  as  the  Chief  of  the  IV/AICURO 
Organ  successively;  was  appointed  Major  General  in  March  of  the 
18th  year  of  3H0V/A  (1943)  and  then  served  as  the  Chief  of  the 
General  Affairs  Division  of  the  Sumatra  Military  Administration 
Department  and  os  the  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  the  28th  Army 
successively.  At  the  time  of  the  termination  of  war,  I  was 
attached  to  the  Army  Munitions  Department.  As  mentioned  above,  I 
held  a  post  in  the  Military  Affairs  Section  of  the  Military  Affairs 
Bureau  from  August  1938  (the  13th  year  of  SHOV/A)  to  March  1941,  so 
I  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  diplomatic  matters,  since  external 
affeirs  as  they  affect  the  national  defense  ere  studied  in  this 
bureau. 

2,  The  Army’s  opinion  on  the  foreign  policies  came  from  the 
national  defense  plan,  of  which  the  General  Staff  was  in  charge. 
Besides,  the  General  Staff  had  the  duty  to  collect  and  examine 
military  information  and  diplom&tio  information  connected  with  it, 
and  supervised  military  attaches.  Accordingly,  the  Army's  opinion 
on  diplomatic  policies  used  to  be  initiated  by  the  General  Staff, 

The  Military  Affairs  Bureau  was  to  report  the  matters  transferred 
from  the  General  Staff  to  the  War  Minister  and  to  negotiate  with 
the  Foreign  Ministry  according  to  the  War  Minister's  intention.  On 
the  other  hand,  when  8ny  matter  was  proposed  by  the  Foreign  Ministry 
to  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau,  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau,  after 
transferring  it  to  the  General  Staff  to  ask  for  its  opinion,  ob¬ 
tained  the  Minister’s  decision  on  it  and  made  a  reply  to  the 
Foreign  Office.  Such  being  the  case,  only  a  few  officers  served 

at  the  Military  Affairs  Section  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau  in 
considering  diplomatic  affairs  as  they  affected  national  defense. 
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5»  On  the  Tri-Partite  Alliance  botweon  Japan,  Germany  and 
Italy.  — 

A.  It  was  about  August  or  September,  1958,  when  the  pro¬ 
posed  Japanese-German- It all an  Trl-Partite  Uliance 
v/as  Communicated  to  us  from  the  Military  Attache 
to  the  Japanese  Embassy  at  Berlin.  The'' then  KOHOYE 
Cabinet  resigned  before  formally  taking  up  that  ques¬ 
tion  and  thereafter  the  HIRANUMA  Cabinet  was  formed. 

I  remember  it  was  In  the  spring  of  1959,  soon  after 
the  formation  of  t’10  HIRANUMA.  Cabinot,  that  the  pros 
and  con3  of  concluding  the  Iri-iartite  Alliance  were 
formally  dealt  with 


B.  Those  who  advocated  the  Trl-Partite  Alliance  aimed  at 
the  immediate  settlement  or  the  China  Incident.  At 
that  time,  although  Japan,  Impatient  of  the  protracted 
China  Incident,  wa?  e  gor  for  its  prompt  settlement 
by  taking  every  possible  moans,  it  v/as  observed  that 
America,  England  and  the  Soviet  union,  backing  up 
China,  were  supporting  China's  persistent  struggle; 
Japan,  therefore,  tried  tc  exnodi to  the  solution  of 
tho  Incident  through  the  "good  offices"  of  Germany. 

As  regards  the  "good  offices"  of  Germany,  it  was  a 
faa^  that  Japan  requested  the  German  Ambassador  to 

C.ij.r.a  tc  mediate  the  peace  negotiations  between 
J^??h  ind^Ckina  in  the  autumn  of  the  12th  year  of 
(lr'l<h,  about  tho  time  of  the  occupation  of 
Rankin 3,  as  v/o  had  ar.  impression  that  Germany's  vo* 
toward  Cnina  remained  considerably  strong. 


C.  Gof ere 


Japan  and  Germany  came  to  an  agreement  on  th.> 
pros  and  cons  of  concluding  the  Tri-Partite  Alliance, 
tne  non~aggro3sion  pact  between  Germany  and  Russia 
was  concluded  unexpectedly  in  August,  X939  (the  lkth 
year  of  SHOW A ) .  \s  a  result,  the  conclusion  of  the 
alliance  did  not  come  to  be  realized. 


The  main  point  as  to  tho  Tri-Partite  Alliance  on 
which  Japan  and  Gorimny  held  different  opinions  was 
that,  against  Japan's  intention  of  making  the  alliance 
a  defensive  one  as  to  the  Soviet  Union,  Germany  tried 
to  make  it  an  offensive  and  defensive  alliance  against 
America  and  England. 


D. 


The  conclusion  of  tho  German-Soviet  Non-Aggression 
Pact  gave  tho  Army  as  well  as  the  people  at  home  a 
s tz ong  impression  that  Japan  had  been  betrayed  by 
Germany.  So  far  as  we  were  concerned,  accordingly, 
the  impression  among  the  military  circles  as  well  as 
“  ‘3  general  public  that  Germany  had  betrayed  us  was 
due  to  tho  fact  that  wo  could  not  but  doubt  what 
Germany's  true  intention  was  when  she  concluded  a  non- 
S ~ fon  v/ith  the  Soviet  Union  as  to  whom  Japan 

had  desired  protection  through  the  Tri-Partito  Alliance. 
In  the  statement  made  by  the  HIRANUMA  Cabinet  on  its 
resignation,  there  wore  the  words  "intricate  and 
enigmatic  which  were  also  our  honest  fooling  toward 
Germany's  way  of  doing.  Thus  no  one  came  to  seriously 
expect  the  conclusion  of  tho  Tri-Partite  Uliance. 
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E.  Soon  after  tho  second  KONOYE  Cabinet  was  formed  in 
July  1940  (tho  15th  year  of  SHOWA),  the  Japaneso- 
Gornan- Italian  Tri-Partite  Alliance  was  concluded. 

It  was  generally  said,  however,  to  have  been  proposed 
by  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA,  the  Military  Affairs 
Bureau  having  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Therefore,  on 
being  informed  of  the  conclusion  of  the  alliance,  we 
in  the  War  Ministry  were  surprised,  as  the  conclusion 
of  the  pact  was  out  of  our  consideration. 

F.  On  January  22,  194-7 »  former  Major  General  TANAKA 
Ryukichi  testified  that  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau 
sustained  a  consistent  policy  aiming  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  Tri-Partite  Pact  and  of  construction  of  tho 
Greater  East  Asia  Co-Pro3perity  Sphere  from  the  time 
of  tho  ABE  Cabinet.  But  tho  attitude  of  the  Army  as 
to  the  Tri-Partite  Fact  is  as  above  described,  and 

tho  testimony  of  Major  Genoi’al  TANAKA  is  remarkably 
different  from  the  fact.  .And  it  is  also  groundless 
to  say  that  the  military  authorities  had  established 
a  policy  as  to  the  construction  of  the  Greater  East 
Asia  Co-Prosperity  Sphere. 

4.  On  the  attitude  of  Director  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau 
MUTO  toward  diplomatic  problems.  -— 

A.  It  was  about  the  middle  of  October,  1939  (the  l4th 
year  of  SHOWA)  that  Major  General  MUTO  arrived  at  his 
post  as  the  Director  of  the  Military  Affairs  Bureau. 

I  no  vex-  heard  from  Director  MUTO  of  the  proposed  Tri* 
Partite  Alliance. 

About  tho  settlement  of  the  China  Incidont,  hov/over, 
he  frequently  gave  his  views .  As  ho  had  been  on  the 
China  front  for  two  years,  ho  was  well  aware  of  the 
extreme  difficulty  cf  settling  tho  China  Incident. 

Ho  believed  that  it  was  urgent  for  Japan  to  sottlo  tho 
China  Incidont,  and  that,  for  that  purpose,  we  should 
not  only  directly  deal  with  Chiang  Kai-shek  ins to ad 
of  taking  such  an  attitude  as  saying  "Japan  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  Chiang  Kai-she:’,  but  also  make 
tho  greatest  concessions  in  tho  torms  of  negotiations, 
so  as  to  bring  about  peace  between  tho  two  nations. 

He  further  insisted  on  avoiding  a  dispute  with  any 
third  power. 

B.  When  tho  German  forces  won  a  victory  over  tho  British 
Army  in  Dunkirk  in  May,  1940  (the  15th  year  of  SHOWA) , 

I  discussed  it  with  MUTO.  He  asserted  hir.telf,  saying, 
’’Generally  speaking,  many  Japanoso  overestimate 
Germany’s  strength.  Nevertheless,  the  German  Army 
will  never  bo  able  to  invade  Groat  Britain  across  tho 
Straits  of  Dover.  Tho  English  are  sure  to  rally 
montally  and  materially  through  tho  assistance  of 
America.  It  is  to  bo  anticipated  as  a  inattar  of  course 
that  this  war  will  be  protracted." 
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5.  On  the  attitude  of  Director  of  the  Affaire 

Bureau  I1DT0  tov/ard  the  Jap eno S3- American  neg 

'•  of'VSHOwt)!r  It  w«riecaiseM?hCehAmi9asUS%eked  JcJ- 

k  s  L^sr^ 

tion  of  Director  MUTO,  the  Minister  sent  me. 

giS^oWStVKirtor^^'JSI^-S^^ 

exceeded  wUh  private  negotiations  on  adjustment  of 
SarySrBei;h:pr^“h!1Si!mDrouGrt/secret,ry-Goneral 

TCtaoll  ™d  others  In  America.  I,  accordingly, 

' prepared*®  programme  of  formalising  the  negotiations 

bfltv/een  the  two  countries  along  this  lino. 

KOrTOYE  also  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  o  8 

RuriuiCa  also  T  „f4.ar  Roinr  over  to 

tlations.  »>r._  olan  to  Ambassador  NOMURA  who 

rraSny’a^eed  wUhnis.P  So  from  then  on  the  neeotla- 

JJ*  in  ad  lusting  the  Japan© so-Amer lean  diplomatic 

re lot lons^wero  entered  in?o  In  line  with  this  plan. 

On  April  15,  19l|l,  o®  tentative  plan  “Draft  of  the 
Of illll  hS  and  was  reported  by  telegram  from  th. 

^mc3?Imf  I*SSl!f^tSlS!t.?1ToS  urging  him  to  give 

his  support  to  our  proposals.  TO  TO  very  delighted 
at  this  and  sent  me  a  telegram  of  thanks. 

,-y.Q  staff  of  the  Foreign  Ministry  wero  criti 
o!zln?  toe  presence  of  outsiders  In  connection  with 
affairs  of  the  Foreign  Office,  such  as  the  efforts  of 
vr  T KAY/A  and  myself  in  assisting  Ambassador  i.OMURA, 

^d  St  accordingly.  War  Minister  TOW  ordered  me_ 
to  return  home  in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  possible 
stacle  to  further  negotiations. 

I  made  a  report  to  the  top  officials  of  the  ’J*r  . 

Ministry  after  I  returned  homo.  I  was  glad  to  fin 
mv  efforts  being  appreciated  beyond  my  expectation. 

5?T0  especian?g-^od  mo  in  various  ways  about  the 

forecast. 

When  I  answered,  saying,  “According  to  my  Impression 
v/hen  I  talked  with  Secretary  of  State  Hull  and  Post 
master  General  Walker,  there  is  a  fuil possibility  of 
bringing  the  negotiations  to  a  success  ,  he  was  ve  > 
delighted. 

r  After  that.  I  loft  the  War  Ministry  to  be  appointed 
commander  of  an  infantry  regiment.  My  ^cquaintanc 
M-i!-!  Military  Affairs  Bureau  and  the  General  otaxi 
Office  “firmed  mo  of  the  fact  that  MOTO  had  made  an 
effort  if?h"  last  to  conclude  the  negotiations  between 

Japan  and  America. 

J 
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On  this  2nd  day  of  June,  19^7 
At  Tokyo 

DEPONENT  IWAKURO  Hideo  (seal) 

I,  R\KA  Seiji,  hereby  certify  that  tho  above  statement  was 
sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal  thereto 
in  tho  presence  of  this  witness. 

On  tho  same  date 

\t  tho  same  place 

Witness:  (signed)  Hara  Soiji  (seal) 


OATH 

In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  toll  tho  whole 

truth,  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

/s/  IWAKURO  Hidoo  (seal) 
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